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Editorial 





THE OSTRICH SYNDROME 


Yad Vashem, May 25 1986. Mrs Thatcher, on her visit to Israel, takes time out to visit the 
holocaust museum in Jerusalem. It is a harrowing experience, as anybody who has been 
there will testify. The Guardian reported that “For twenty minutes. . . Mrs Thatcher stared 
silently at the blurred but all too graphic photographs of the Nazi extermination machine 
and some of its 6 million Jewish victims. She saw executions on the edge of open pits 
brimming with corpses, wide-eyed and skeletal children in medical laboratories, emaciated 
men and women staring listlessly out of their living nightmare behind electrified barbed 
wire and ghetto wall... .”. 

This, as the world knows, was the reality of national socialism in power, a reality denied 
by today’s nazis, but one of which, given the opportunity, they would give new life with as 
much vigour and application as their predecessors. 

But ponder, if you will, Mrs Thatcher’s remarks upon leaving Yad Vashem. “I had not 
quite realised that there were these slaughterhouses and that Jews were being slain at the 
rate of 120,000 a day. . . it was the worst thing the world has ever seen’. 

This is surely an astonishing confession from a world leader, who, after all, grew up in the 
post-war period when the atrocities of nazism were exposed to the eyes of the world; she 
would have been 20 years of age when the Nuremburg trials indicted those guilty of crimes 
against humanity, the greatest of which was the concerted effort to annihilate the Jewish 
people. Her close friend and mentor, Airey Neave, was actually one of the prosecutors. To 
claim ignorance now defies belief. 

But if true, perhaps her lack of historical knowledge goes some way to explaining her 
unwillingness to move against the extremists and anti-semites who, in modest numbers 
admittedly, have infiltrated her party in recent years and, on occasion, reached positions of 
some influence. Tory Action, for instance, an unashamedly anti-semitic pressure group led 
by George K Young, is still alive and well and organising inside the Tory Party. Its activities 
remain unhindered by any official party sanction despite the attention drawn to its 
unsavoury policies more than two years ago by the Young Conservatives’ report and BBC 
Panorama’s fine programme ‘Maggie’s Militant Tendency’. 

We are currently witnessing the spectacle of Mrs Thatcher, again virtually alone, 
standing out against sanctions against South Africa and refusing to commit herself to any 
action which would place Britain firmly on the side of black people fighting to free their 
country from minority racist rule. Mouthing platitudes about ‘abhorring’ apartheid means 
nothing — and South Africa’s future majority rule democracy will see it as such — if it is not 
accompanied by measures which will contribute to terminating its vicious and bloody 
existence. 

Perhaps Mrs Thatcher should make an early trip to South Africa to see things for herself. 
At least then, when apartheid is dead and buried and Britain is treated as a pariah by a free 
South Africa, she will not be able to plead that she never knew what was really going on. 
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FRONT SPLIT 
UPDATE: 


Battle 


hots up 
over terror 
connection 


With NF “political soldier” Joe 
Pearce recently released from gaol 
and throwing his_ considerable 
support behind the losing faction in 
the Front’s current leadership 
battle, the party looks set for one of 
the most damaging splits in its 
history. 

As disciplined former National 
Directorate members prepare for a counter 
offensive against Nick Griffin and Derek 
Holland, who are now in control, it is 
becoming clear that the lines of divide are 
such that any victory for Griffin and 
Holland will consign the Front firmly on the 
path of a terrorist organisation. 

The suspended members, including 
three recent former Chairmen, accuse 
Griffin and Holland of persisting with 
sinister links to convicted Italian terrorists. 

Enfield and Haringey Front Chairman 
Paul Nash has recently issued a lengthy 
document detailing the influential role that 
one terrorist, Roberto Fiore, enjoys in the 
NF’s affairs. 

He says that Nick Griffin personally 
invited Fiore into the Front’s secret 
administration office in Norwich, in breach 
of security procedures and a Directorate 
decision “against further close associations 
with the Italian refugees”. Ordinary Front 
members were never told where the new 
HQ was located. He also claims that Griffin 
lied about Fiore’s presence in the office, 
telling people that the Italian was “a 
photocopier repairman’s assistant” or, on 
another occasion, that Fiore had “just 
happened” to turn up outside the office in 
Norwich where he had gone to buy a boat. 

The Italian link has been a cause of acute 
embarrassment to the Front since 
Searchlight uncovered the influence of the 
Italians on recent developments in the 
Front, and the close personal links between 
leaders like Holland and Griffin, and 
convicted terrorists like Fiore. 

It was public pressure for action against 
the Italians using Britain as a safehousing 
base which drove Chairman Martin 
Wingfield, and his supporters Ian 
Anderson, Andrew Brons and others, to 
insist that the secret links had to end. In the 
ensuing battle, however, Griffin and 
Holland emerged on top and_ have 
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27th May 1986 


Nick Griffin and his clique have lied and cheated their way to power within the National 


Front. 
matter what we did to get it." 


I believe this attitude to be corrupt and immoral. 
cannot function as a truly nationalist movement with such men as its leaders, 


They justify their actions by saying, "Well, we've got the majority so it doesn't 


I believe that the National Front 
In this 


bulletin I will examine the causes of the present split and I will say why I believe 
that Nick Griffin and his clique must be removed from control of tne National Front. 


ROOTS OF THE SPLIT 


Nick Griffin likes to encourage the belief that he is all-wise and all-powerful. 
truth is that he is not capable of effective political work. 


disastrous errors of judgement. 


The solit really began when some of Griffin's errors began to come to light. 


But the 
He is also prone to 


It was 


originally intended at the Directorate meeting of 17th May to begin investigations into 
two matters, among other things: Nick Griffin's continued close association with Roberto 


Fiore, and the running of Nationalist 300ks. 


The questions relating to Fiore were: 


i)Wny did Nick 3riffin invite Fiore into the secret Administration office 
in Norwich? This was a sross breach of Party security, as well as a violation 
of a Directorate iecision azainst further close assocjations with the 


Italian refugees; 





Above: Wingfield supporter, Paul Nash, slams Griffin faction. 


Below: Enfield organiser, Paul Nash. 


suspended __ their from 
membership. 

But the “terror links” allegations have 
been compounded by claims from the 
Wingfield group that Holland and Co. have 
been guilty of gross incompetence in their 
areas of administrative responsibility: 
Nationalist Books stocks have been 
allowed to run down and no accounts have 
been presented since Holland took over its 
running; a new lease on the Croydon 
bookshop, formerly the party 
headquarters, has been taken out in the 
individual names of Holland and Pat 
Harrington rather than in the name of the 
Party or the Book Club; the recent Albert 
Marriner memorial march in London was 
an absolute fiasco with no proper security, 
marchers being allowed to drink alcohol on 
the demonstration, and no lorry or public 
address present. “These points” argues 
Nash on Winfield’s behalf, “show that Nick 
Griffin and his friends are lazy and 
incompetent, they also show a degree of 
cowardice, which is backed up by a decision 
taken by Griffin and friends at the 
Directorate meeting on 17th May”. 

This was when the Directorate decided 
that any further Race Relations Act 
charges should have to be suffered by street 
paper sellers rather than editors: “So if Nick 
Griffin writes an ill-advised article which 
contravenes the Race Act he won’t take the 
blame for it. It will be you and your street 
activists who will face fines and prison 
sentences” says Nash. 

There is little doubt that the victory of 
the Griffin/Holland faction will drive many 


opponents 





who are nervous about fully embracing the 
terrorist politics of the Italian Third 
Position out of the party. The NF will be 
left with a small but fanatical and ruthless 
rump whose activities will be organised 
increasingly in a covert fashion. All the 
indications are that those who leave will 
waste little time in linking up with the 
British National Party, whose leader John 
Tyndall has recently made known his 
willingness to accept them under his 
leadership. 
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By LIZA DONALDSON 


THE husband of Southend’s 
mayor has denied allegations 
that he was a former associate 
of a right-wing movement. 

And he said he had no recollection 
of sending off to another right-wing 
organisation for magazines, a picture 
of Adolf Hitler and a swastiker badge. 

Mr Donald Collard, official escort 
of the town’s new Tory Mayor, 
councillor Mrs Louise Collard, works 
at Erith College of Technology in 
Kent. He used to lecture in O-level 
government and politics. 

Mr Collard said: “I have bought 
material from a large number of 
people in my researches, that is 
absolutely accurate. 


Mayor's husband 
condemns fascist slurs 


“The differences between my 
researches into fascism and 
communism, which I obviously have 
to do in my researches as a teacher, is 
that communists, particularly in my 
travels in eastern Europe, provided 
me with all the material free of 
charge. 

“What I got in this country I had to 
pay through the nose for.” 

Claims, in the magazine 
Searchlight, were published with a 
copy of a letter purporting to be 
signed by Mr Collard in May 1965 
from his home, then in Leigh Road, 
Leigh, ordering the magazines. 


Mr Collard said he had no 
recollection of ordering the picture of 
Hitler, or a swastika badge 
mentioned by the magazine. 

He added: ‘‘I see nothing 
particularly obnoxious about that. I 
cannot even remember ordering it. It 
would only be out of curiosity.” 


Swastika 


Commenting on the fact the letter 
was dated over 20 years ago, he said: 
“I would probably be researching at 
that time. They can rake up anything 
they want. My conscience is perfectly 
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clear on that matter. There is no 
doubt I researched into the matter.” 

He said he had a Jewish 
grandmother, adding: “I am not anti- 
semitic in any way.” 

Mr Collard said he was not 
researching anything at the present 
time, adding: ‘I have not looked at 
anything of this nature for more than 
20 years.” 

He said he had a natural interest in 
what went on in the world and he had 
lectured in O-level government 
courses, giving a fair view of all 
political parties. 

He was also a collector of military 
items, although he had no 
recollection of ordering the swastika 
or picture of Hitler, He said: “It is not 
illegal.” 

Mr Collard now teaches social care 
courses and has a certificate in social 


work. Collard. 


DENIAL: Mayor's husband Donald 





HITLER PHOTO “NOT OBNOXIOUS” 
SAYS SOUTHEND TORY OFFICIAL 


The husband of Southend’s Tory mayor 
has been denying vehemently that his 
purchases of nazi paraphernalia, 
revealed in last month’s Searchlight, 
indicated any interest in National 
Socialist politics. 

Donald Collard, whose wife was recently 


elected mayor, was responding in a local 
newspaper to Searchlight’s disclosure that 


he ordered nazi literature from Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement in 
1965. He claims that publications such as 
The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, The Stormtrooper and the Nationa! 
Socialist, must have been ordered as part of 
his “political research” although he could 
not recall having ordered them. Nor could 
he remember’ having requested a 
photograph of Adolf Hitler or a swastika 


badge from the NSM. 

But Collard has yet to answer allegations 
that he was. involved also with Oswald 
Mosley’s Union Movement in the 1960s. 

Recent Searchlight enquiries reveal that 
he was listed as a member of the movement. 
Furthermore, we have established that his 
records at UM headquarters were marked 
AIP, which, former leading UM officers 
have confirmed, stood for “Active in Party”. 
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A London 
investigating how a known nazi on 
explosives charges came to be 
given unconditional police bail. 


magistrate is 


Phil Kersey, charged alongside Tony 
Lecomber (aka East aka Wells) with 
conspiracy to cause explosions and 
possession of hand grenades, detonators 
and petrol bombs, failed to answer bail 
when his case came up at Horseferry Rd 
magistrates’ court at the end of May. 

Stipendiary magistrate Eric Crowther 
issued a warrant for his arrest, but 
expressed his astonishment that no bail 
conditions had been imposed. “No 
conditions that he must not kill anybody or 
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anything like that?” he asked, and said he 
would be looking into the matter. 

Kersey was arrested last November after 
Lecomber was injured by an explosive 
device in his car near the south London 
headquarters of the Workers’ 
Revolutionary Party. 

A former member of British Movement, 
Kersey has since been a leading member in 
Tony Malski’s National Socialist Action 
Party. He works as a mortician in a south 
London hospital. 

Explaining his absence to the court, his 
defence’ solicitors said that he had been 
under the impression that he was not 
required to attend for the formal remand 
hearing. 


@ HANGING GOLLIWOG CLAIM 


An industrial tribunal has heard that an effigy of a 
golliwog with a hangman’s noose around its neck 
was left in a Birmingham coach station. Mr Victor 
Henry, (43), an ex coach fitter, claims racial 
discrimination by Midland Red Coaches at the 
Digbeth garage. 

(Birmingham Evening Mail 29.5.86) 


@ NF THREAT TO MILITANT SUPPORTERS 


The National Front has sent fascist literature to 
supporters of Militant Tendency in Liverpool in a 
recruiting drive. The names and addresses were 
apparently provided by an NF spy. 

The Militant supporters were sent a copy of the 
NF magazine Nationalism Today, and a recruiting 
letter. The copy of Nationalism Today contains an 
article claiming that Militant has broken away 
from the “trendy left” and “irrelevances’’, such as 
Women’s Lib and Gay Lib. The letter suggested 
that working class Militant supporters might like 
to try the “anti-capitalist alternative”. 

A Militant spokesman said: 

“We have nothing in common with the National 
Front. We are completely opposed to all forms of 
racialism. We stand for the emancipation of 
women and for an end to the oppression of gays, 
and we reject the crude attacks they make on those 
sections of society’. 

(Guardian 15.5.86) 


VICAR QUITS OVER ASIAN KIDS 





A Blackburn vicar has quit his post 
because he claims that the Church 
of England school attached to his 
parish has been “taken over” by 
non-Christians. 

The vicar of St Matthew’s church in the 
town, Stuart Broughton, said in a 
statement to local papers that he thought it 
“hypocritical” that Asian children should 
attend St Matthews’s primary school but 
not take part in its Christian life. 

The majority of youngsters at the school 
are of Asian origin and are Moslem in 
religion, All this, apparently, has proved 
too much for this man of the cloth to cope 
with. 

Indeed, says Broughton: “I feel strongly 
that the erosion of Christian influence is 
responsible for the problems we have in 
society today with so much crime and 
vandalism.” 

He went on to comment that Asian 
parents “only seem to want their children 
just to learn to read and write without 
embracing the whole idea of education.” 
That, he said, made “a mockery of church 
schools like St Matthew’s.” 


Understandably, Broughton’s remarks 
about “betrayal of the church” have 
aroused a storm of protest from parents and 
from local county councillor, Harold 
White, who said that he was “not sorry” to 
see Broughton go and that it would now be 
possible “to get back to the excellent 
relations and atmosphere” that existed 
before Broughton was vicar. 

Parent governor, Janaid Qureshi, who 
has two children at St Matthew’s, also 
welcomed Broughton’s departure, saying 
that the vicar had refused to listen to Asian 
parents and that “the important thing is for 
youngsters to be taught humanity which, 
after all, is the basis of all religions.” 

Echoing county councillor White, Mr 
Qureshi emphasised that he hoped the 
situation at the school would improve now 
that the school would serve the whole 
community. 

It is a measure of the anger that 
Broughton caused that Moslem parents 
boycotted all religious aspects of the school 
for six months because of his attitude and 
that even the local paper, the Lancashire 
Evening Telegraph felt obliged to say that 


he had been “misguided”. 

That should have been the end of the 
story but, amazingly, not so, because the 
controversy has been fuelled by a letter to 
the press from another Lancashire vicar. 

This one, Kevin Logan, of St John’s in 
Great Harwood, gave his support to 
Broughton, accusing what he patronisingly 
calls “our Asian friends” of being “unjust” 
in sending their children to a church school 
and then to “complain of indoctrination 
when Christianity is taught.” 

Elsewhere, in his letter, Logan gives the 
game away, writing that, “There will always 
be problems when our Asian friends’ 
children out number Caucasian pupils, as 
has happened at St Matthews.” He adds 
that an Asian majority in a church school 
“can create unrest in a community against 
those who have taken over.” (Our 
emphasis) 

With — sentiments 
expressed by the clergy, Searchlight 
believes it is time that the church 
authorities in Lancashire started to take a 
closer look at racial attitudes within their 
ranks. 


like these being 





The Royal British Legion in 
Blackburn, Lancashire, got a nasty 
shock last month when it was 
revealed that they had a fascist 
cuckoo in their nest. 

The ornthological specimen on_ this 
occasion was the man they had just elected 
as Poppy Organiser, Edward Adamson, a 
long-standing and well-known member of 
the Blackburn branch of the National 
Front. 

It is hardly fitting that a nazi should be in 
charge of the Legion’s annual poppy sales 
which commemorate the dead of both the 
1914-18 war and the Second World War 
which was fought to eradicate nazism and 
Japanese imperialism. The National Front, 
of course, stands in the tradition of the 
same Hitlerite regime that many 
servicemen were trying to destroy when 
they died. 

The reaction of the Secretary of the 


British Legion in Blackburn, Mr 
Richardson, to the news of Adamson’s true 
politics was one of ‘shock and 


amazement’. He was even more bewildered 
when a Searchlight reporter read him 
extracts from a document put out by 
deposed NF leader, Martin Webster’s ‘Our 
Nation’ outfit, listing Adamson amongst a 
number of people ‘who may be of value as 
associates.’ 

Also on the list were such hard-line nazis 
as Richard Verrall, author of the infamous 
pamphlet ‘Did Six Million Really Die?’, 
Peter Baker of Rochdale, who was jailed 
for a bloody assault on an Anti-Nazi 
League member, and anti-semite and ex- 
Mosley fan, Dougie Clark, from 
Manchester. 

Mr Richardson said he was ‘deeply 
concerned’ and would be making ‘serious 
inquiries’ along with the Legion’s local 
president. 


BLACKBURN NF MEMBER IN 


REMEMBRANCE POPPY RO 
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NF members disgrace Remembrance Day — Cenotaph, November 1985. 
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Lewisham Council staff 
root out prominent fascist 


A founder member of the National 
Front and former fascist 
parliamentary candidate has been 
sacked from his job after colleagues 
refused to work with him. 

Malcolm Skeggs was dismissed 
after his employer, Lewisham 
Council, discovered he had been 
using council property to reproduce 
British National Party material 
during working hours. 

Skeggs took his first political steps as a 
member of the racist and virulently anti- 
semitic League of Empire Loyalists. He 
was later on the executive of the National 


Front. Over the years he has been a 
parliamentary candidate and acted as agent 
for other NF candidates. 

Skeggs exploited his position as a 
librarian with access to a photocopier to run 
the British National Party’s mail order 
service at the expense of Lewisham’s 
multicultural ratepayers. Union members 
claim he has also been abusive to them at 
work. NALGO’s white collar section has 
refused to help him but other town hall 
unions are opposing his dismissal. 

In a letter to the Lewisham and Catford 
Mercury, Skeggs claimed that he left the 
National Front five years ago because of 
the violent and dishonest nature of the 


organisation. 

But currently there seems to be little to 
choose between the thuggery of the NF and 
that of the BNP. BNP leader, John 
Tyndall, who has a number of convictions 
for organising para-military groups and 
possessing a gun and ammunition, is at the 
moment awaiting trial under the Race 
Relations Act. Other members have 
already been convicted this year on similar 
charges and the editor of the party’s youth 
paper, Tony East, also known as Lecomber 
or Wells, is awaiting trial accused of 
conspiring to cause an explosion and 
possessing bombs, detonators and home 
made hand grenades. 


The following members of the National Directorate signed the document, referred to earlier, confirming 
the authority and control of the National Directorate over NF Properties Ltd., Excalibur House and the 
Excalibur Club:- 


MR. J. TYNDALL 
MR.. A. BRONS 

MR. M. WEBSTER 
MR. R. VERRALL 


MR. D. BRUCE 
MR. M. SKEGGS 
MR. J. ROBERTS 
MR. B. WYNDHAM 


MR. M. SALT 





NF document confirming Skeggs’ one-time Directorate position. 


MR. A. REED-HERBERT 
MR. R. EDMUNDS 
MRS. B. MITCHELL 


MR. M. COWLEY 
MR. G. WRIGHT 
MR. P. GEGAN 

. P, WILLIAMS 





NF loses direction 


AN NF march in Liverpool on June 7 
proved to be an inauspicious start 
for the newly purged leadership of 
the party. 

Having cleaned out of the Directorate all 
those who had reservations about its links 
with convicted Italian terrorists, the Front 
managed to assemble only around 40 
members for what was supposed to be a 
national mobilisation. Only one leading 
figure, Phil Andrews, was seen to attend 
and others like Nick Griffin and John Field 
are being roundly accused of incompetence 
for misdirecting another 30 or so marchers 
so that they failed to arrive at all. 

With a handful of local British National 
Party members also turning out in support, 
the Front were given a hard time of it by 
two large anti-fascist counter 
demonstrations which together numbered 
about a thousand people. The city’s Black 
Caucus, which has led protests against two 
recent BNP meetings, played a prominent 
role in organising opposition to the Front 
march. 

Four Fronters were chased from the Pier 
Head, and another small group tagged onto 
the end of a Lord Mayor’s procession to 
avoid being spotted. 

A coach bringing members from London 
was less than a third full, and had 
apparently been hired in the name of Sogat 
82. 
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Incompetent: New ‘Front Chairman, Nick 
Griffin. 





BNP candidate 
jailed 


David Owens, the 32-year-old Leeds 
branch organiser of the British 
National Party, has started a two 
month prison sentence after stepping 
from his election campaign straight 
into court. 

Owens was convicted of sending 
racially offensive and abusive material to 
local councillors involved in improving 
race relations in the city. As well as 
sending BNP publications, he wrote 
personal letters to his targets describing 
one councillor as ‘a creep’. 

Some of his victims sent the material to 
the police whose investigations led to 
Owens facing charges under the Race 
Relations Act. 

Owens claimed that between 200 and 
300 copies of BNP papers were being sold 
in Leeds each month. This might account 
for the very high level of racial attacks in 
the area. 

Owens’ defence sounded like a Tyndall 
oration when his lawyer, Percy Woods, 
trotted out a long list of statistics of 
alleged black crimes. This cut no ice with 
either the jury or Judge Herrod, who 
rather than ask for the fascist’s head, 
settled for sending him down for two 
months. 












Kalbinder ‘Kelly’ Hayre — a slow and painful death. 


A wave of anger and resentment 
has swept through the Asian 
community in Britain after the 
acquittal at Maidstone Crown 
Court of the alleged killer of 18- 
year-old Kalbinder “Kelly” Hayre. 

Kelly was run down in broad daylight 
by a group of whites in a transit van as 
she and some friends left their college in 
Gravesend, Kent, last November. Kelly 
died a slow and painful death from 
multiple injuries. Another girl sustained 
serious injuries and third escaped with 
shock (see Searchlight 129). 

Kelly’s family and the Asian 
community were surprised when police 
released the youths in the van shortly 
after detaining them. The police 
appeared to think that only a minor 
offence had been committed and did not 
follow the normal procedure of keeping 
an officer by the victim’s bed to take a 
statement from her if she said anything 
before she died. 



























































After a series of protest in which 
blacks and whites from all over the south 
east joined Kent’s Asian community, 
the Director of Public Prosecutions 
brought a charge of manslaughter 
against Martin James Avery, a young 
local man. 

In fact, the court heard that Avery 
was not the driver of the van but a 
passenger. The driver was Billy 
Chambers, who, it was alleged, was 
drunk. The prosecution said that the 
men in the van had spotted the girls and 
shouted racist abuse at them from the 
van. Then Avery allegedly grabbed the 
wheel and crashed the van into the three 
youngsters. Chambers has been charged 
with drunken driving. 

The all white jury brought in a not 
guilty verdict after Avery’s defence 
claimed that Chambers was an 
“inveterate liar” and it would be unsafe 
to convict on his description of events. 
Although Avery has a long track record 
of hatred for black people, the 





ourt lets Kelly Hayre’s 


‘racist killers’ go free 


prosecution played down the racial 
aspects of the case. The judge seemed 
annoyed at the jury’s decision. 

It is a common complaint in cases 
involving the deaths of black or Asian 
people that the police and DPP’s office 
do not give such cases the time and 
attention they clearly need. Is Kelly to 
join the long line of Asian victims of 
racism who have died in the last five 
years without justice being done? These 
include the Khan family, the Kassams 
and the Sedlers, a Jewish couple from 
North London. In each of these cases 
nobody has been charged. 

Kelly’s family are not happy with the 
verdict and are exploring ways of 
bringing the case back to court. 























The Kassam home. 


In the week that Kelly’s alleged 
killers walked free, police in Redbridge 
wound-up the remaining unit dealing 
with the year-old investigation into the 
slaughter of Mrs Kassam, who was 
pregnant, and her three young children. 

Some experts take the view that the 
Kassams’ killer may already be in 
custody on other serious charges and 
that police feel that at least some 
measure of punishment may be meted 
out to him. But this is no alternative to 
the detection, prosecution and 
imprisonment of such killers so that the 
Asian and Jewish communities can feel 
they are getting the same deal from the 
law as other citizens rightly expect. 





azi blueprint for ‘total war’ 


Ever since the disintegration of the 
National Front following the 1979 
General Election, the British far 
right has remained in a state of 
crisis and flux. Organisations new 
and old have come and gone, others 
have only with difficulty staved off 
the worst effects of decline. The 
movement as a whole has been 
incapable of putting together any 
sort of strategy to turn its fortunes 
around. There are signs, however, 
that we may be about to witness 
one of the most significant shake- 
ups on the far right since the Front 
itself was launched in 1967. 

The NF’s response to the General 
Election failure in 1979 was to abandon 
electoral politics almost entirely. More 
than that, however, they began to move 
steadily in the direction of ‘revolutionary 
nationalist’ politics, adopting the Third 
Position (‘neither Capitalism —_ nor 
Communism’) developed by Italian fascist 
terrorists in the 1970s. With this came a 
new antipathy towards the state and the 
conclusion that the job of right-wing 
political soldiers was to destabilise and 
overthrow democratic government. This 
trend reached its highest stage only a few 
weeks ago when the last remnants of 
resistance to what is effectively a strategy of 
political terror were flung out of the party 
leadership. It is now firmly controlled by its 
most fanatically violence-prone faction 
which is busy restructuring it in the image 
of a terrorist organisation — _ highly 
selective in recruitment, highly trained and 
disciplined, with members grouped in small 
cellular units. 


Main competitor 


Their main competitor on the far right 
remains the British National Party led by 
John Tyndall. He is still pursuing much the 
same path as that followed by the NF in the 
1970s with considerable success. The only 
significant change has been his increasing 
readiness to express his deeply held anti- 
semitism, and to admit to his unshaken 
admiration for the works of Hitler’s Third 
Reich. 

There has been little common ground 
between the two. Tyndall despises the 
immaturity and precociousness of the NF’s 
leadership and is wholly opposed to the 
radical, ‘working class’ political orientation 
they have borrowed from the Brownshirt 
Strasser brothers. The Front, in turn, has 
ceaselessly ridiculed him as a pompous has- 
been. 

But Tyndall has at least continued to 
enjoy the support of senior and influential 
figures in the more traditional nazi 
movement. Prominent League of St 
George members were involved when the 
BNP was set up and since then there has 





Terrorism and infiltration — far 
right godfather urges new two- 


pronged strategy 


Flashback: Colin Jordan's last paramilitary 
outing, a Spearhead camp, 1962. 


been a degree of co-operation between the 
two groups. Also backing him has been 
Colin Jordan, the former National Socialist 
Movement and British Movement leader, 
who has been accepted as a semi-regular 
contributor to  Tyndall’s magazine 
Spearhead despite more than a decade of 
deep personal animosity between the two 
men. 

Although getting on in years, and 
apparently content with his retirement to a 
farm in Yorkshire, Jordan is still widely 
regarded on the right as one of its pre- 
eminent leaders of the post war years, who 
is regularly being invited by admirers to 
emerge from retirement and once again 
take the reins. 










PARTY TIME HAS ENDED 
The Case for Politics beyond the Party 
ota Sardar se 





cote FOR WHOM | 
THE BELL. 
TOLLS... 


dy Fames Stay 







TSCHE G 
| RGCIASINL 


tyre 
me games Macinty 





So it’s something of a surprise to find 
Jordan using the pages of the League’s 
National Review to deliver a comprehensive 
endorsement of the political strategy 
currently being strenuously implemented by 
the National Front. 

Entitled ‘Party time has ended’, his 
lengthy piece starts from the premise that 
following the failure of so many far right 
parties organised on more or less orthodox 
lines, the only way forward is to work 
actively for “a thorough breakdown in 
society sufficiently painful to prod the 
people out of their coma of enslavement”. 

His argument is for no less than the 
abandonment’ of _ traditional party 
organisation and its replacement by “a task 
force or elite organisation” prepared to 
engage ina struggle “tantamount to war. . . 
total war”. Calling it a “spearhead of the 
struggle” he evokes, for those who 
remember, memories of his own efforts to 
build an armed nazi paramilitary force, 
called ‘Spearhead’, back in the early ’60s. 

“For obvious reasons”, he writes, “one 
cannot here go into and must leave to the 
fertile imagination the wide range of 
political warfare open essentially to the 
select few operating on lines comparable to 
the special units of Otto Skorzeny. This is 
essentially the domain of the professional 
soldier of politics . . .” The NF, of course, 
now habitually exhorts its members to 
become ‘political soldiers’. 

Jordan also explicitly underwrites the 
Front’s Italian-inspired drive to establish 
‘nationalist communities’ where they may 
rediscover their race souls and raise a new 


a a 


Looking for a new audience? BNP leader, John Tyndall. 


generation of fascist militants in an 
environment “uncorrupted” by modern 
urban society. He calls for “the coalescence 
of individuals in residential communities, 
providing a microcosm of the New 
Orders sae 

At the same time, however, Jordan goes 
beyond the present activities of the Front to 
argue for other nazis to “infiltrate positions 
of influence whereby he or she can 
substantially promote an aspect of our creed 
detached from an off-putting identification 
with a total parcel of policy”. 


Flying a Kite 


It is known that in the formative period 
leading up to the launch of the BNP in 1982, 
John Tyndall was toying with two quite 
different strategic options. He was torn 
between leading yet another orthodox 
party of the right or infiltrating supporters 
into such ‘positions of influence’. He had in 
mind the Conservative Party to which many 
former NF activists had drifted after the 
NF’s demise in 1979. He chose the first, but 
in the event in turned out to be yet another 
blind alley with zero growth despite much 
effort. 

So could it be that Jordan, to whom 
Tyndall still listens, is flying a kite for a new 
turn by the BNP? The Front is already on 
course for the paramilitary role envisioned 
in Jordan’s two-pronged approach. It 
would only take a change in direction by the 
BNP for the wider strategy to be fleshed 
out. 


And recent events indicate that such a 
development may be on the cards. There 
has been, for instance, a developing 
relationship between the BNP and 
members of the Federation of Conservative 
Students. The Guardian revealed in May 
how an FCS branch chairman in Hull had 
written to a local BNP organiser proposing 
joint activities against left-wing opponents, 
and revealing that “a lot of BNP people at 
college do support the FCS (some are 
members of FCS)”. 

At Essex University, hardline FCS and 
Monday Club official Stuart Millson wrote 
to a local newspaper to complain bitterly at 
an editorial attacking the BNP: “I read with 
horror shock and absolute fury your report 
on John Tyndall’s British National Party — 
a party whose only crime is to love their 
race, nation and heritage”. 

“Race and nation” is a theme being taken 
up increasingly by some FCS members who 
had previously been identified with the 
hardcore libertarians who control the 
Federation. Until recently these have had 
little in common with more authoritarian 
Monday Club elements despite electoral 
pacts to ensure that FCS remained in the 
hands of the right. Now a number of them 
have joined the Club, forged links with 
extremists in the United States and 
Europe, and talk quite openly of their 
commitment to “Race and Nation”, thus 


separating themselves from the 
libertarians. 
Stuart Millson edits his own 


Conservative magazine called The Patriot, 
which styles itself ‘the defiant voice of the 








Restorationist Right’. Issue number 5 
contained two articles strongly attacking 
libertarianism are part of “the 
arguing that “our pivotal point must be the 
nation”, and a second by Ralph Harrison 
claiming that both communism and 
Libertarianism are part of “the 
internationalists’ war against nations”. 

Harrison, well known for his attempts to 
organise white ‘Fair Play’ vigilante groups 
in South and East London, shares Millson’s 
admiration for the BNP, and, indeed, 
Labour Party councillors in East London 
where he recently contested a council seat 
as a Tory candidate, have written to 
Conservative Party chairman Norman 
Tebbit protesting about his links to 
Tyndall’s party. 


Shake out 


With the latest issue of Tyndall’s British 
Nationalist offering a home for NF 
members reluctant to become political 
soldiers, it may well be that the ground is 
being cleared for a shake out in which the 
memberships of each party assume quite 
different roles in a greater scheme of 
things. The Front would effectively retain 
only those hardliners dedicated to the 
terrorist ideas of the Third Position, while 
others rally in the BNP and forge new links 
with elements in the Tory Party, possibly 
embarking on the infiltration policy put 
forward by Colin Jordan. 

In many ways it would represent a more 
worrying attempt to initiate the ‘pincer 
Strategy’ first outlined by Anthony Reed 
Herbert in 1981, where he saw the two roles 
being taken by his British Democratic 
Party and the British Movement. It all fell 
apart when BDP itself collapsed following 
an ill-fated move into the world of gun 
running, exposed on World In Action in 
1981. 

Even now, Jordan warns, as did Reed 
Herbert, that “a strict separation of the 
personnel of the overt from those of the 
underground activities is absolutely 
essential . . .” 
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The little known and_ even less 
significant November 9th Society — an 
overtly nazi organisation taking its 
name from the date of Hitler’s 
unsuccessful putsch of 1923 — has the 
habit of rearing its ugly head every now 
and them in the form of a bulletin, 
letters to MPs, and newspapers or 
leaflets invariably rambling on about 
National Socialism, racial purity and 
related topics. Its insanitary 
outpourings are indicative of at least 
one warped mind (membership doesn’t 
appear to exceed that number by very 
many) and you do wonder, upon 
reading some of it, whether there 
shouldn’t be some section of the Mental 
Health Act which could keep these 
people away from normal society. 
Indeed, a glance at any textbook of 
psychiatry would inform readers that 
there exists a condition called obessional 
neuropsychosis, characterised _ by 
various phobias, amnesia and, of 
course, obsessional behaviour. 

In the following case-study, readers will 
observe an uncanny resemblance between 
the above symptoms and the features of the 
November 9th Society. It is synonymous 
with one Terry Flynn, born in Watford and 
currently resident in Milton Keynes. Flynn 
has aquired a reputation for attacking 
peace pagodas with paint (“it went like 
clockwork”, he boasted to the Sunday 
People), writing defamatory leaflets, and 
engaging in rememberance ceremonies for 
SS officers. Yet another victim of this 
plagued personality goes under the name of 
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Warped minds and a good 
pair of running legs. 
A Searchlight reader looks 
at what it takes to make a 
November 9th nazi. 





A. Ryan, this time of Horsham in Sussex. 
Add to this the introductory rubric of 
recent November 9th publicity which states 
that members will “ only mix with Aryans” 
and readers could be forgiven for thinking 
that this is one of these ‘same-name’ clubs. 
However, in a rare moment of clarity we 
are furnished with the following 
explanation: 

“The November 9th Society is a friendly 
brotherhood that welcomes the 
unemployed, old, young, labourers, office 
workers, shop workers, students, nurses 
and any white persons who wishes to help 
preserve our white race...” The 
subsequent exhortation to “Join the nazis” 
plus the swastikas which appear on many 
pages would dispel any remaining doubts. 

The major phobia displayed is a fear of 
anything or anybody that is or could 
possibly be Jewish, Black, ‘Red’, 
Bourgeois or masonic. Life, frankly, 
becomes difficult because red freemasons 
appear just about everywhere (except in 
the November 9th Society). Turn your back 
for a minute and stone me there’s a mason. 
No sooner has November 9th member 
Harry W. finished reminding us that 
masons run the police and Ronald Reagan 
and that the European Parliament is 
controlled by masons and Communists, 
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‘the German 
national socialist 
ideal has stood 
the test of time’ 


than he informs us that three-quarters of 
the population in this country wear 
Japanese watches or own Japanese cars, 
televisions, radios and so on. Not only is the 
November 9th member then privileged 
with the information that the Japanese are 
not British, but also that they used to be our 
enemies once: “Where has our once well- 
known British spirit gone?” 

It is the flavour of the past — 
accompanied with an unhealthy dose of 
amnesia (symptom no. 2) — that is a 
prominent feature of November 9th 
publications. Thus we are told that Hitler 
was an honest leader, and that “the German 
National Socialist ideal has stood the test of 
time”. Auschwitz, though, had to be rebuilt 
by the Russians because it was found 
derelict and its inmates dead from typhoid. 
Even that wasn’t the nazis fault: “due to 
Allied bombing the water supplies became 
contaminated thereby poisoning 
everyone”. Nazi apologists have never 
been a particularly ingratiating bunch — 
the November 9th throws its ha’penny’s 
worth in by discarding the true horror of the 
camps as being a Communist plot to which 
all teachers are party. 

It is on matters of militaria that we 
witness former Auxilliary Airman T. Flynn 
inspired to true obsession (symptom 3). He 
informs us that your ordinary citizen is only 
entitled to a medal for bravery, whereas the 
bourgeois, masonic (Jewish? Communist?) 
forces award servicemen crosses for their 
endeavours. Indeed, could it be just such a 
lack of decent medals that lead to “the 
downfall of the British Empire, and the 
coming era of gay politicians and race 
relations laws”? Such things are clearly 
important to Flynn, who is billed on one 
page as “Our Leader” and pictured sporting 
a full array of nazi insignia and assorted 
swastikas. 


Stupid costumes 


Apart from dressing up in stupid — and 
invariably offensive — costumes, the 
November 9th Society is keen to develop 
the minds of its members. Further 
education is a speciality. Kommandant 
Flynn’s (his preferred title) ‘political’ 
lessons last for a gruelling six months. 
What, you will doubtless be asking, could 
the aspirant stormtrooper expect after 
these six months? Perhaps to contemplate 
such taxing thoughts as this one, quoted ina 
November 9th bulletin: 

“.. . if 100 starving third worlders stood 
outside your door on a Sunday and you 
gave them your dinner, it would not be 
enough to save them and you would 
starve as well.” 

Mindboggling. Speaking of which, we 
approach the end of our diagnosis. Normal 
cerebral activity may not be the greatest 
strength of the November 9th, but they do 


GOING BUNKERS .. ? 














Terry Flynn, former railwayman turned painter and decorator. After trying to make the trains 
run on time, he’s now a housepainter. Next stop Abyssinia? 


enjoy running around playing games in nazi 
uniforms. In Searchlight no 118 we 
revealed how a certain Colin Parkin, 
former NF supporter, had loaned the use of 
the grounds of a manor house near 
Shrewsbury for just this purpose. In 
November 9th you can win even more 
badges for such pursuits and become 
known as untersturmfuhrer by your Aryan 
friends. However, should you find your 
newly earned appelation difficult to spell, 
don’t worry, the editorial minds of the 
November 9th are here to help. Prospective 
contributors to 9th publication Britain 
Awake are reassured: “if you are worried 
your writing ability is not good enough, 





don’t worry! You submit them — we’ll do 
the rest!” 

Still, it was a good pair of running legs 
rather than more education that was 
required by untersturmfuhrer P. Chuter 
when his group of six leaflettings nazis were 
seen off recently by a number of the citizens 
of Milton Keynes. Judging by the report of 
the incident in Britain Awake no 16 it was 
only good editing that suffered on this 
occasion: “All the leaflets went out that 
night and even outnumbered the nazis were 
victorious. . . .” etc. When Kommandant 
Flynn hands out medals to the breathless 
six no doubt they will be inscribed 
“Victorious — in the 100 metres sprint”. 
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“| can’t see the problem. . . they're 
only Pakis”, were the words of a 
racist thug arrested for an arson 
attack on a shop owned by Asians. 


The shop owner, 26-year-old Karn 
Bhalla, and his mother had a narrow escape 
when the arsonist struck on the night of 2 
May last year. Police who arrived on the 
scene swiftly put out a fire, but some time 
later were called to a second blaze. They 
managed to get it under control before the 
fire brigade arrived. The premises were 
damaged but nobody was injured. 

The men responsible, Stephen Booker, 
21, of Bath Road, Cranford, Middlesex, 
and Rawson Watson, 20, received 
sentences of two years and three and a half 
years respectively. Two other youths in the 
gang were acquitted on all charges. 

Newcastle Crown Court, hearing a case 
against a 16-year-old school boy, Ronald 


‘Only Pakis’ says arsonist 


Storey of Gosforth, were told how he had 
stabbed a man twice outside a pub. The 
victim, a 27-year-old local man_ had 
narrowly escaped serious damage to his 
liver and other organs. Storey, who was 
sentenced to 12 months’ youth custody for 
unlawful wounding, is well known locally 
for his National Front conections. 

In Luton an Asian family was the target 
of an arson attack when burning petrol and 
papers were pushed through their letter 
box. While Mohammed Azim tackled the 
blaze, a petrol bomb was hurled through 
one of his windows. 

In Tower Hamlets an Asian family was 
beaten on the street by a 12-strong white 
gang using bottles, sticks and other 
weapons. The father, Waris Ali, suffered a 
compound fracture of his leg. 

In the London suburb of Harrow, a Sri 
Lankan student who was investigating 


shouting outside his home was attacked by 
a gang wielding iron bars. He sustained a 
broken leg and other injuries. 

An Asian family in Croydon was 
attacked as they lay asleep in bed by a gang 
of masked men who slashed the 14-year-old 
son across his face. 

Nazi thuggery has also been directed at 
the Jewish community on a national scale. 
Houses, synagogues and cemetaries have 
again been the targets for anti-semitic 
outrages. In one case a car load of nazis 
drove into Waltham Abbey Jewish 
cemetary in broad daylight hurling nazi 
leaflets out their car windows. 

In Coventry “Achtung Juden” was 
painted on the walls of a synagogue in four 
foot high letters. 

Bomb threats to Jewish businesses have 
also become part of the pattern of attacks 
and abuse. 








Dear Searchlight, 

| have to correct the impression some of your 
readers may have gained by reading the 
article “Covering up in Bradford” which 
appeared in your May edition. 

The article states that “anti-fascists allege 
that following a meeting between West 
Yorkshire Chief Constable, Colin Sampson, 
Bradford Council Chief Executive, Gordon 
Moore, and Council Race Relations Officer, 
Graham Mahony, in late March, a directive 
was issued that all Press questions on race 
issues were to be referred back to West 
Yorkshire Policies Principal Press Officer, 
based in Wakefield”. 

This allegation is totally false as such 
agreement was not made and no such 
directive has been given to any Council 
officer, verbally or otherwise. 

Far from covering things up, the Council 
has been endeavouring to make sure that 
facts are brought to light in a clear and 
accurate manner. 

| will give three examples: 

1. Asaresult of the meeting referred to, the 
Chief Executive called a meeting of senior 
journalists from the four main local 
newspapers and the two local radio stations. 
The Chief Constable also attended the 
meeting. At the meeting the journalists were 
encouraged to contact both the Council and 
the Police who, in turn, guaranteed to give 
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accurate information. It was made quite clear 
to journalists that both the Council and the 
Police wished to see accurate, 
unsensationalised coverage of racial 
incidents. The journalists were also urged to 
check out unsubstantiated rumours with both 
the Council and the Police. 

2. At a recent meeting of one of the 
Council’s Education Sub-Committees, a 
detailed report of recent racial incidents in 
and around schools was put forward. This 
was a meeting open to the public and the 
report was widely publicised in the local 
media. 

3. At a recent meeting of the Council's 
Race Relations Advisory Group which was 
open to the public a commitment was given 
on behalf of the Chief Constable that monthly 
reports of all offences with racial motivation 
known to the Police would be reported to a 
Standing Conference on racial harassment 
being established by the Council. The Police 
undertook to give details of the areas where 
such offences took place, the nature of the 
offences, the ethnic origin of the offenders 
and whether they had been apprehended. 

| would also like to point out that virtually 
every attack mentioned in your report, along 
with many others, have been extensively 
reported in the local press. Further to this, 
both Council officers and senior Police 
officers have publicly acknowledged the 
existence of these attacks and roundly 
condemned them. Indeed one senior Police 
officer has stated in the local press that the 
attacks are reminiscent of nazi Germany. 

On behalf of the Council | would like to say 
that we are appalled by these attacks and will 
do anything within our legal powers to 
prevent them. 

| would be grateful if you published this 
letter in full so that your readers can have a 
clear picture of the Council’s position. 
Yours sincerely, 

Graham V. Mahony 
Senior Police Office (Race Relations) 
City of Bradford Metropolitan Council 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ LIVERPOOL SCHOOLS NF TARGET 


The National. Front has made renewed claims that 
it has set up cells in Liverpool schools. They claim 
to have set up groups in four schools, including the 
University Community Comprehensive. Pupils at 
the school are said to have produced their own 
propaganda, which has been given the NF’s 
official backing. 

Education Committee chairman, Councillor 
Dominic Brady, said: 

“We are extremely concerned, and our attempts 
to root out racism and make schools safe places for 
children of all ethnic backgrounds will continue 
until we have completely stamped out racism”. 

Liverpool City Council refused to provide 
accommodation for the British National Party to 
hold election meetings before the council 
elections. A spokesman said: 

“We are not prepared to give a platform in the 
city schools to racist propaganda when the city’s 
schoolchildren are being subjected to racist 
material”. 

The BNP has threatened court action. 
(Liverpool Echo 2.5.86, 20.5.86) 





@ NF CANDIDATE ARRESTED 


A National Front candidate for Newcastle and an 
NF official have been arrested in scuffles outside 
an election meeting. 

The meeting had been arranged at Canning 
Street School, Newcastle, to promote Colin 
Todd’s election campaign. Over 150 members of 
the Tyneside and District Anti-Fascist Association 
blockaded the entrance, however, and prevented 
the 30 NF supporters from holding their rally. 
Colin Todd, and Ian Anderson of the NF 
Directorate were arrested, and have been 
questioned about an alleged breach of the peace. 

Alec McFadden, president of Tyneside Anti- 
Fascist Association, said that the North east had 
become one of the “prime target areas” for the NF. 
(Northern Echo, Darlington 8.5.86, 12.5.86) 





Purple prose with pomp and pimples 


Imagine for a moment that you’re a fascist. 
Naturally you want to rule the world. Every 
night before falling asleep, you dream about 
clean uniforms and cheering crowds. 

Some fascists manage to live by dreams alone. 
Others supplement their dreams with a little 
action: a fight here and a spot of bother there. 
But imagine you’re not cut out for that sort of 
business, and, to tell the truth, you don’t really 
like the more vigorous and highly tattooed racial 
comrades. You're a bookish sort of fascist. You 
like to settle down with a good racial tome, which 
reassures you that, despite the acne and the lack 
of muscles, you really do belong to a master-race. 

If you can imagine all this, then you can begin 
to understand the dilemmas of the bookish 
fascist. The racial tomes have filled your head 
with strange ideas about the power of blood and 
about hidden conspiracies. When you tell your 
family or work colleagues about such matters, 
they smirk and think you’ve taken leave of your 
senses. Or perhaps they lose their temper. Of 
course, you know that their reactions are a sign of 
racial degeneration. But it’s a lonely old life. 

One thing you long to do, above all others, is to 
show that you’re a proper intellectual. If you can 
get your views published, then everyone will have 
to take notice. They'll all stop laughing, when 
you’re a famous writer. Yes, that'll show them. 
And you won’t need to feel jealous of the 
ignorant louts, who beat up Asians and don’t 
seem to be scared of the police. You've got 
brains, and you know all about the Jewish 
conspiracies and theories of racial superiority. 


Grubby little sheets 


The trouble is that the only papers which publish 
that sort of thing are the grubby little sheets 
produced by the National Front and by smaller, 
even less memorable outfits. Imagine that you’ve 
already had a couple of articles in their 
magazines. Proudly you’ve taken them to work. 
You’ve shown them to the typist: I wrote that and 
there’s my name, you say with pride. But all she 
does is hoot with laughter at the spelling 
mistakes. Then she tells you, in no uncertain 
terms, to take your horrible, little magazine and 
your pimply face as far as possible from her desk. 

No joy there. One night, after another boring 
and ill-attended fascist meeting, you’re chatting 
in the pub (lounge bar, of course) with some 
fellow would-be racial intellectuals. Over in 
France, someone says, they’ve really got it sorted 
out. They produce a big, glossy magazine, and 
lots of famous people write for it. It’s edited by a 
chap called de Benoist (none of you know quite 
how to pronounce his name, and you have a bit of 
a joke about that). He used to be mixed up with 
some rather dubious right-wing groups, but now 
he cuts quite a dash in Parisian circles. Why don’t 
we do our own big, glossy magazine? And we can 
all write for it, and all have our names in it. And 
we'll be famous, just like that de B., or whatever 
he calls himself. 

Some of you, who have been hanging about the 
wrong NF circles, have some Euro-chums, and 
they send you some copies of de Benoist’s 
Elements. With the aid of a dictionary, you 
manage to pick up the hang of the magazine. 
There’s nothing too outrageous. Any anti- 


semitism has to be ever so discreet. All mention 
of non-whites has to sound very superior and ever 
so philosophical — quite different from the crude 
name-calling of the grubby sheets. It’s all about 
reviving the true European culture and going 
back to the racial roots of the people. Or some 
such thing. Everthing has to be pompously 
intellectual, and way above the cropped heads of 
the average NF member. 

Suddenly life takes on an exciting turn. You get 
out all those essays, for which you got such poor 
marks at college. Re-reading them, you can’t 
help thinking that they were rather good, and 
that the lecturer, whose blood was anything but 
purely Nordic, couldn’t possibly have 
understood the racial nuances. You’ll show ‘em. 
You'll be in print. Then they’ll all be sorry they 
ever laughed. 


Pompous racism 


Well, to cut a tedious story short, the British 
version of Elements is now in its ninth issue. It 
goes by the name of Scorpion, and dire reading it 
makes. It makes the Collected Works of Hegel 
seem like a thriller to read on a holiday beach. 
Like Elements it combines a high tone with a low 
profile. In other words, pompous racial 
philosophy is visible on every page, but the 
unseemly aspects of fascism are well hidden. 

The current issue (spring, 1986) is all about the 
necessity to build something called a “European 
Imperium”. Russia and America are to be hated 
equally, and little hints about a joint Russian- 
American conspiracy are discreetly dropped but 
not developed. Instead, it is asserted that even 
left-wingers, such as the “veteran Marxist David 
Edgar”, admit the similarities between the two 
super-powers. 

The readers of Scorpion are urged to become 
European in spirit. That means not being liberal, 
democratic or multi-racial: “A European 


Imperium, to be European, would have to be 
based on a notion of identity and opposition to 
what is non-European”. This does not mean 
supporting the EEC, for that is a political 


structure, not an expression of racial spirit 
(actually, the original text uses, and mis-uses, 
much longer words). The Imperium will be some 
sort of central organising force, which will 
simultaneously foster the pan-European spirit, as 
well as maintaining the separate and diverse 
spirits of the constituent nations of Europe. 

In presenting this guff, the writers are on their 
best behaviour. There’s great homage paid to the 
philosopher of the European Imperium, Julius 
Evola. Whole slabs of his prose are reproduced: 
Spirit, Will, Heroism are permutated endlessly 
by the Great Philosopher in the long line of Great 
European Philosophers. What is not mentioned 
is that Evola was a big fan of Mussolini. Not only 
that, but Evola was one of the most deeply anti- 
semitic of Mussolini’s tame intellectuals, far 
outstripping Il Duce himself in racial nastiness. 

Despite the appearance of best-behaviour 
intellectualism, Scorpion has some very familiar 
names from the gutters of fascist politics. Its 
editor is Michael Walker, not exactly unknown in 
NF circles. The current issue reports that a 
conference was held in March in London to 
cement ties between Scorpion and the French lot 
from Elements. It was chaired by Richard 
Lawson, a regular contributor to Scorpion. 
Lawson has had long experience in airing his anti- 
semitic obsessions in National Front and 
National Party publications. 

The correspondence column of Scorpion is full 
of letters signed by familiar figures: Anthony 
Cooney, editor of the anti-semitic Liverpool 
Newsletter, J.T. Bannerman, former leading light 
of the Racial Preservation Society and Heritage 
and Destiny, Paul Matthews, one of the NF’s 
‘political soldiers’ and editor of Rising, and Peter 
Peel, a long-winded American anti-semite and 
long-time contributor to John  Tyndall’s 
Spearhead. 

In the pages of Scorpion all of them are 
respectable Intellectuals, as if they were 
concerned with nothing more sinister than the 
philosophy of the European Spirit. My goodness, 
they do look clever chaps with their names in 
print. And all those long words. We admit defeat: 
we can’t knock spots off that lot. 
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A bit too much European spirit for Mr Walker (third from left)? 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 











Fascists grow in 
strength 


Following their takeover of a National 
Party meeting in the town of Brits, 
activists in the racist Afrikaaner 
Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) are 
showing increasing confidence as the 
political situation continues to polarise. 
At a meeting in Pietersburg at which the 
Foreign Minister, Pik Botha, was 
scheduled to speak, AWB thugs seized 
control of the platform. Before police 
launched a tear gas attack to end the 
occupation, AWB Storm Falcons, as its 
action squads are known, threw 
journalists off the platform and fought 
with National Party stewards. 

A week later, some 300 AWB and other 
ultra-rightists heckled a National Party 
speaker in Uitenhagen. A subsequent joint 
rally of the AWB, the Conservative Party 
and the Herstigte Nasionale Party, initially 
banned by the Government, went ahead 
but its attendance of some 10,000 fell far 


short of the numbers organisers had 
expected. 

The AWB (Afrikaaner Resistance 
Movement) was formed in 1973 by its 
present leader Eugene Terre’blanche and 
uses a swastika-like symbol. 
Terre’blanche, a former bodyguard of 
Prime Minister John Vorster, believes the 
Afrikaaners were chosen by God to create 
a white state. He calls for a break with the 
“British-Jewish system” of parliamentary 
democracy and an open dictatorship to 
defeat the “Zionist Money Power”. In such 
a state, blacks would be expelled to their 
“homelands” and political parties would be 
banned. Terre’blanche received a 
suspended 18 months prison sentence in 
1983 for the illegal possession of weapons. 


Libyan link with 
rightists 


Spanish police have arrested members 
of an anti-semitic terrorist group, the 
Call of Jesus Christ, allegedly funded by 
the Libyan government. 


The group, some of whose members had 
attempted to bomb a Jewish synagogue in 
the Rue Copernic in Paris, had planned a 
terrorist campaign in Spain and Portugal. 
Investigations also revealed that a bombing 
of the Air France offices in Lisbon was 
carried out by members of the group after 
its leader had been arrested by French 
intelligence and recruited to spy on his 
colleagues. French intelligence permitted 
the bombing in order to sustain the 
credibility of the group after the failure of 
the synagogue attack. 

The Spanish authorities have also 
arrested a rightist officer, Colonel Carlos 
Meer de Ribera, on suspicion of visiting 
Tripoli in order to raise funds for Spanish 
ultra-rightist activities. 


ITALY 


More ‘supergrass’ confessions from 
accused right-wing terrorists are 
revealing alarming evidence of joint 
terror operations by fascists and the 
mafia. 

One ‘penitent’ terrorist, the former TV 
childstar ‘Guisva’ Fioravanti, currently 
charged with the 1980 bomb attack on 
Bologna station, has now told investigating 
magistrates that right-wingers were behind 
the murder in 1980 of the President of the 
Sicilian regional assembly,  Piersanti 
Mattarella. 

It had always believed that this had been 
a straightforward mafia killing, but 
Fioravanti has disclosed that it was carried 
out by fascists on the orders of mafia 
leaders and the President’s political 
opponents. 

Link man in the relationship was former 
Palermo mafia chief Pippo Calo, who has 
also been accused of being behind a train 
bombing eighteen months ago which killed 
sixteen people. 





AUSTRALIA 


White extremist 
support for Libya 


Robert Pash, leader of the Australian 
white nationalist organisation National 
Vanguard, is reportedly intensifying his 
efforts to popularise the ideas of Libyan 
leader Colonel Gaddafi. 

Pash, who in the past has appealed to 
“Racial Comrades of the Left” to join him 
in a struggle for a “new world order” based 
on “international White unity” has 
announced plans for a “national conference 
to discuss Gaddafi’s Green Book and its 
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relevance to the Australian people’s 
struggle for freedom, independence and 
genuine social justice”. The conference, 
sponsored by Pash’s other organisation, 
the Australian People’s Congress, follows 
a December visit to Libya by a delegation 
led by Pash and his subsequent launch of a 
new journal, The Green March. Pash, who 
calls for alliance with Islamic countries 
against “Zionism and world capitalism” 
claims to oppose racism and advocates a 
nationalist “New Left. . . not afraid to take 
up the freedom fighter’s gun”. The Libyan 
People’s Bureau in Australia has denied 
Pash’s claim of links between the Libyan 
Revolutionary Committees and __ his 
organisation. 


WEST GERMANY 





Teacher convicted 


A 49-year-old teacher, Rudolf Koch, has 
been removed from his teaching post and 
received a one-year suspended jail 
sentence for telling students that the 
Holocaust never happened and making 
racist comments about immigrant groups. 


SS ban 


The Deathshead division of Hitler’s 
notorious Waffen SS has been refused 
permission to hold its annual reunion in 
the town of Detmold. The court decision 
followed the veterans’ attempt to stop local 
officials from banning their reunion. 


FRANCE 


Revisionist 
awarded 
doctorate 


The French Minister for Higher Education 
has called for an administrative 
investigation following the award of a 
doctorate for a thesis denying the existence 
of nazi gas chambers. The writer, Henri 


Roques, a 66-year-old Paris resident, 
received his doctorate from Nantes 
University. 


German nazi in 
Palestinian trial 


Three alleged members of a Palestinian 
Liberation Front terrorist team have 
been sentenced to prison in Paris. 

One of those sentenced, Odfreid Hepp, 
is being considered for extradition to 
Germany where he is wanted for armed 
robberies and attacks on US military 
targets. Hepp, a former member of the 
neo-nazi Hoffman Military Sports Group 
and the Young Nationalists, was reportedly 
safehoused in Britain in early 1983 
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Odfried Hepp. 


following the bombings. A police raid on 
the home of British neo-nazi paramilitary 
activist Ian Souter Clarence led to the 
arrest of two of the Germans wanted for the 
attacks but Hepp eluded arrest and fled the 
country. 


AUSTRIA 





Waldheim case 
continues 


Futher allegations of war crimes against 
newly-elected Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim have been made following his 
denials of involvement in nazi atrocities 
in Yugoslavia and Greece. 

The British Ministry of Defence is 
looking into claims of his knowledge of the 
murder of captured British commandos in 
Greece while the World Jewish Congress 
has released a detailed document entitled 
‘Kurt = Waldheim’s Hidden Past’. 
Waldheim, the Congress’s president 
stated, “has provided a new term for the 
medical lexicon — Waldheim’s disease. If 
you have it, you can’t remember you were a 
nazi”. In Israel, the Justice Minister, 
Yitzhak Moda’i, has announced that there 
was a basis for Waldheim to be put on trial 
were he to be in Israel. 


YUGOSLAVIA 





War crime sentence 


Andrija Artukovic, 86-year-old former 
Minister of the Interior in the wartime 
Croatian government, has been sentenced 
to death for war crimes including the 
murder of civilians and prisoners of war. 
Artukovic, who was extradited to 
Yugoslavia from the United States, is to 
appeal. 





Hostage attempt 
fails 


An attempt to hold dozens of children 
hostage in a Wyoming school failed when a 
shopping trolley full of explosives 
detonated, killing one of the two people 
involved in the attempt. Following the 
explosion, the victim’s husband, David 
Young, shot himself. Young, former sheriff 
of the town of Cokeville, and his wife, 
Dorris, had planned to call President 
Reagan and demand 300 million dollars to 
finance a right-wing revolution. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ NF PAPER FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 


A public library has agreed to accept free copies of 
National Front News. Copies of the paper will be 
kept in a special file in Torquay library. They will 
not be on open display. Torbay NF organiser 
Mark Cotterill claimed a “minor victory” for the 
National Front. Torbay’s Conservative Party 
agent, Roddy Braybrooke, said it was “one up” for 
the NF, and that Conservative Newsline would 
now be donated to the library. 

Local anti-fascists have deplored the library’s 
decision to accept the “political pornography” of 
NF News. 

(Herald Express, Torquay 12.5.86, 13.5.86. 
Western Morning News, Plymouth 13.5.86) 


@ POLICE TO ACT — AT LAST 


Police in Ilford have finally decided to treat racial 
attacks seriously. Following a jump in the number 
of reported attacks from 10 in 1984 to 49 in 1985, 
racist attacks now join burglaries and car crimes 
on the priority list. Many of the racial attacks 
were reported only after the murder of Mrs 
Shamira Kassam and her three children in 
Goodmayes last year, and after a meeting between 
police and Asian community leaders. 

(ford and Barking Independent 8.5.86) 


@ SKINHEAD GANG MURDER SQUATTER 


A skinhead gang have murdered a Frenchman in 
an unprovoked attack on a London squat. Five 
thugs burst into the squat in Stockwell Avenue, 
Brixton, and stabbed 23-year-old Pierre 
Caminade 17 times. He was also beaten with a 
cricket bat. He died later in hospital. The man’s 
companion, Ludovic Canu, (21), was also beaten 
and stabbed, but was discharged after hospital 
treatment. 

(Daily Mail 12.5.86, Daily Telegraph 13.5.86) 


@ RACIST ARSON 


A family in Erdington, Birmingham, have been 
driven from their home in an arson attack. The 
family returned home from a day’s outing to find 
their semi-detached house in Ashmead Grove 
badly damaged by two fires. Racist slogans were 
scrawled on inside walls. Police are treating the 
fires as arson. Mrs Rosemary Bullock and her 
three children have been rehoused by the city’s 
housing department. 

(Birmingham Evening Mail 14.5.86) 


Cart WN NG NUAG AINSI 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





Challenging the new racist culture . . . part two 


In the last issue of Searchlight, CARF 
argued that a new culture of racism, 
sanctioned by the state and popularised 
by the gutter press, has emerged in the 
inner cities. But how is it that the left has 
been so slow to wake up to the new racist 
threat? Much of the failure lies in the 
left’s inability to perceive the ways in 
which race underpins working-class 
consciousness and defines its response 
to socialist demands. 


The anti-fascist movement has always 
had a tendency to cling doggedly to old 
preconceptions of fighting fascism, to look 
to the past for a blueprint of fascism in nazi 
Germany, and this has been one of the 
major reasons why it has not developed an 
anti-racist consciousness. Whereas to argue 
that the National Front is a ‘nazi’ front has a 
vast potential to mobilise the middle 
ground of public opinion, it does little to 
curtail fascism at a grassroots level in its 
breeding group of anti-black racism. The 
anti-fascist movement has often failed to 
look at the growth of British fascism from 
the vantage point of the black experience, 
or to acknowledge that a separate black 
tradition of fighting fascism has developed 
— the base being not in the labour 
movement (which has failed to take up 
black people’s issues) but in the 
community. 

In fact, the attitude of the white left to 
the black tradition is often ignorant and 
ethnocentric, at worst arrogant and racist. 
Even today, the need of the ‘movement’ to 
build a broad-based democratic alliance is 
seen as more important than challenging 
racism. And there is still the attitude 
amongst some sections of the left that 
although the white working class is racist, 
this is something they will grow out of, 
given time — or socialism! 


Concentration on fascist 
ideology 


In the haste to build its base, the anti-fascist 
movement has also tended to concentrate 
on fascist ideology to the detriment of racist 
reality. That is, instead of confronting 
issues as they manifest themselves on the 
ground, the anti-fascist movement has 
tended to analyse the ideological 
prerequisites of fascism. For if fascist 
ideology is, at one and the same time, anti- 
semitic, anti-gay, anti-black, anti-left, anti- 
women, then it stands to reason that these 
same groups should form the base of the 
anti-fascist constituency. However, 
equating different oppressions equally in 
the need to build an anti-fascist movement 
often has disastrous effects in terms of 
fighting racism. 


Many anti-racist/anti-fascist policies 


fought for over decades are now being 
gradually worn away, leaving black people 
vulnerable at a time of a particularly vicious 
racist onslaught. For instance, when the 
policy ‘No Platform for Fascists’ was 
adopted in colleges across the country, it 
was applied very seriously and carefully to 
known fascists and active racists. Now the 
policy is used to censor practically 
everyone fascists, racists, sexists, 
heterosexualists — in a way that detracts 
from its original intention and fails to take 
into account the fact that fascists are 
successfully organising around the whole 
issue of freedom of speech for whites (to 
attack blacks) portraying themselves (and 
the rest of sane white society) as the victims 
of the loony left. Indeed, the whole area 
concerning freedom of speech for fascists 
has been swept away from under our feet 
(with the press redefining the terms and 
portraying the left as the real fascists) while 
we remain squabbling about semantics, 
differing over who the policy applies to, 
and in many instances actually applying it 
to each other. And in the way we bandy 
about words like ‘racism’ and ‘sexism’, 
reducing it to a personal issue, we are 
trivialising the reality of racist and sexist 
oppression. 


Sexism and racism are different 
oppressions 


Another example of the degradation of 
anti-racist policies has occurred at the local 
authority level, over the problem of racial 
harassment by white council tenants of 
their black neighbours. Previously, the 
tendency has been to rehouse the victims of 
racist aggression, and the constant shuffling 
around, from tenancy to tenancy, of people 
who were racially abused meant that no-go 
estates were created for black people. 
Policies to counter racial harassment were 
fought for that would punish the aggressor 
(by eviction) rather than the victim. The 
intention was not that every racist should 
be evicted from a council flat (in some 
cases, this would entail making 80 per cent 
of the white community homeless), but that 
tenants who, by their proven actions, had 
driven black tenants out of their homes 
should themselves be evicted and not 
rehoused. The implementation of such a 
policy would create a climate in which 
white tenants would think twice about 


making the lives of black people 
unbearable. By placing the local council’s 
imprimatur against racism, it might 


encourage tenants to realise that racism is 
fruitless, if not downright wrong. These 
policies have, however, all too often been 
so watered down as to render them 
ineffectual and counter-productive. For, to 
take such a policy and apply it to other 
groups such as women, for example, is to 
allow it to lose its anti-racist cutting edge. 


This is not to argue that there should not be 
council strategies to oppose sexual 
harassment, but those policies should be 
specific to the particular position of 
women. For example, a long term re- 
appraisal of the council policy towards 
housing single women who are vulnerable 
to sexual (and racial) harassment in a 
different way from women who are part of a 
household should be undertaken. 

In many areas, women (and gay groups) 
have campaigned for anti-racist policies to 
be adopted which include an anti-sexist 
dimension. Such an argument fails to take 
into account that sexism and racism (as well 
as the hostility meted out to gays) are 
different oppressions calling for different 
strategies. Unfortunately, while the 
watering down of policies against racial 
harassment has led, on the one hand, to 
right-wing councillors arguing that the 
policy should be applied to black tenants 
harassing their white neighbours (with 
‘noisy parties’), on the other hand, it has 
enabled white tenants to argue that such 
policies are just another example of 
councils putting black people and their 
culture first. 


Not all men are fascists! 


The incorporation of anti-sexism per se into 
anti-fascist activities nearly had disastrous 
consequences at the founding conference of 
Anti-Fascist Action. Some women present 
attempted to argue that fascist ideology was 
predominantly sexist and they only just fell 
short of upholding the view that all men at 
the meeting were fascists (as they were all 
sexist) and that the anti-fascist movement 
was masculine because it insisted on 
fighting fascism physically on the streets. 
Such a view failed to acknowledge that 
violence against fascists is not an end in 
itself, but a tactic adopted by those who 
have little choice, not least because fascists 
attack women and children. Many other 
women present angrily rejected such a 
biologically determinist view (i.e., that 
male and female values are inherent) and 
the attempt to secure greater female 
representation as of right on_ the 
membership (some women argued that one 
of two delegates for each affiliated group 
should be a woman) was defeated. 

The crucial fact must be that no other 
group faces the same daily onslaught — 
both on the streets and at the level of 
ideology — as does the black community. 
Their oppression is qualitatively different 
from that of other oppressed groups 
because it derives from a state racism that 
deems black people second-class citizens, 
confines them to the workless ghettos, and 
polices them with a brutality only now 
beginning to be experienced by miners and 
printers and other sections of the working 
class. 
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Even before the final episode of King of 
the Ghetto was transmitted there was a 
protest picket outside BBC studios and 
letters of protest from Asian youth in 
the press. Why did this four-part 
thriller, set in London’s East End, with 
all the smell and veracity of the ghetto, 
an Asian cast and an Asian author, get 
such a hammering? 


Attacking stereotypes 


It’s not really the story that was under fire 
but the portrayal of the Asian community. 
Farrukh Dhondy, the author, like Hanif 
Kureishi (author of the controversial film 
My Beautiful Laundrette), has set out in his 
work to break down certain stereotypes. 
First, they are attacking the ‘right-wing’ 
traditional stereotype which portrays 
Asians as a passive people who are part of a 
quaint, if backward, culture. But they are 
also attacking what they see as a second 
stereotype — the one created by liberal 
anti-racists working on behalf of black 
people. Dhondy has in various interviews 
ridiculed the new liberalism which 
-tereotypes Asians as full of resistance and 
anti-racist fervour which, of course, was 
not far from his own ‘political’ stance just a 
few years back. 

What both Dhondy and Kureishi seem to 
be saying is that Asian people are more 
than just these stereotypes. They are 
rounded humans with all the facets of 
ordinary people. Asians can be gay, Asians 
can be bad landlords, Asians can be drug- 
dealers, Asian women can bet on the horses 
(Tandoori Nights). But in their attempt to 
escape the strictures of both sets of 
stereotypes, they end up by showing not 
ordinary Asians with everyday foibles and 
sins — that would be bad drama — but the 
artful, cadging, mercenary and/or 
Godfather Asians — which, of course, is 
good drama. And to say it from the inside, 
as people who are part of and privy to that 
community, makes it ‘authentic drama’. 

Certainly, they have not produced the 
usual stock characters (like, for example, 
these in Mind your language or Love thy 
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neighbour) but plausible people. And that 
is why it is so hard to evaluate their work. 
Everyone has met a smarmy Timur 
Hussein, clawing his way up the Labour 
Party ladder, resolving every situation with 
‘We will form a committee’. Anyone who 
has visited a middle-class Asian home gets 
the authentic stench of decadence as the 
camera pans through businessman Nasser’s 
suburban house in My Beautiful 
Laundrette. 

But these writers are not just making a 
statement on their own community and 
their own bourgeois class, they are also 
commenting on white anti-racists. They are 
both saying that white anti-racist people 
exist (after all both their anti-heroes are 
white) but they do not exist in classic, left 
terms. Relationships between the white 
and black working class, they are saying, 
are not created out of political theory, or 
building parties, or raising consciousness. 
Rather, it is a haphazard, tenuous, 
inconsistent, ambivalent relationship born 
out of ghetto life. Hence, in My Beaufiful 
Laundrette an Asian falls in love with his 
old schoolfriend, a former fascist; the hero 
of King of the Ghetto is an ex-army thug 
who enjoys power, violence and helping 
Bengalis. 


Undermining struggle 


But, in the final analysis, King of the Ghetto 
is reactionary not merely because, in the 
words of the Federation of Bangladeshi 
Youth Organisations, it is a ‘superficial 
portrayal of a community with which the 
writer has had no link whatsoever in the last 
ten years’, or as a white writer commented 
on ‘Did you See?’, black people are still not 


considered strong enough by this black 
author to hold public attention and are 
therefore not allowed to be the central 
characters, but because it denies every 
issue around which campaigns have been 
waged by the black communities over the 
last 16 years. 

There is no racial violence in the play. 
We see a white beaten up by Asians and 
two incidents which look like racial attacks 
but are not in fact. On immigration, we are 
allowed to infer that illegal immigration is a 
normal practice and one that is being 
conducted and exploited by Asians 
themselves. There is no police harassment 
in Brick Lane and there is no poverty. 
People don’t want to fight for better 
housing, they prefer to work through the 
Labour Party. The real oppressor of the 
community, and the one that the youth are 
finally prepared to resist, is not British 
racism but rather Islamic culture. With 
both Dhondy and Kureishi we are back to 
the old stereotype about Asian culture, in a 
new guise — Asian culture is repressive, 
the Asian businessman is a parasite. (And 
presumably, since racism is not a problem 
in British society, there is no problem that a 
racist viewing public might be having their 
prejudices confirmed!) 


Immorality plays 


Both write plays which are deeply immoral, 
not in Mary Whitehouse’s sense, but in the 
way they portray human nature. Everyone 
has a price. The Asian woman facing 
deportation will accept money to go home, 
the white anti-hero can be induced to join 
the side of Timur’s corruption. My 
Beautiful Laundrette is all about principles 
giving way to the blandishments of money 
or to the anaesthesia of booze. Black and 
white, according to both writers, do unite 
and fight — at the level of corruption. 
They profess to be politically conscious 
people, conscious of writing in Thatcher’s 
Britain. How conscious are they of 
reproducing, via their products, the very 
values on which Thatcherism is built and 
sustained? 
M. Iqba 








Right To Be Here: a campaigning guide 
to the immigration laws (Race Equality 
Policy Group, London Strategic Policy 
Unit, 1986) 


People campaigning around 
immigration cases and issues will find 
this book of considerable value. 


Written by an _anti-deportation 
working group set up by the now- 
defunct Greater London Council, it 


Thirteen years after the Immigration 
Act 1971 defined who could come to 
Britain and who could not, illegal 
Home Office practices have come to 
light which have denied entry rights 
to large numbers of black British 
citizens. 

Under the Act, people who got British 
citizenship through their father are 
supposed to be free to enter without any 
prior permission. If on arrival the 
Immigration Officer does not accept that 
they are British, they are entitled to stay 
while an appeal is heard — unlike other 
people who are refused entry and who 
have to leave the country and appeal 
from abroad. 

But the Home Office has been 
completely ignoring these rights when it 
deals with Bangladeshi children whose 
fathers registered themselves here as 
British before they were born. Many of 
these children (and their parents) do not 
know that they don’t need permission to 
come, and so apply for entry clearance. 
Instead of telling them that they don’t 
need to apply, the High Commission in 
Dhaka (on instructions from the Home 
Office) has been making them wait in the 
ordinary queue for up to two years while 
their applications are processed. 

In cases brought over the past two 
years by Tower Hamlets Law Centre, 
which has been campaigning to stop 
these illegal practices, the Home Office 
has attempted to justify its policy by 
saying that it would be difficult for the 


aims to be a practical guide to 
organising and running campaigns, 
particularly against deportations. 

The book, which is well-illustrated and 
very clearly laid out, explains the history of 
British immigration controls and how they 
work in practice. It looks not just at 
controls at the point of entry, but also at 
internal immigration controls — _ for 
instance, passport-checking by employers 
and housing departments. 

The book also explains how to work 
against deportations both through legal 
channels, using the immigration appeals 
system, and through campaigns. It contains 
much useful advice about winning support 


from other organisations such as the 
Labour Party, trade unions and _ the 
churches. 


A particularly helpful aspect of the book 
is its use of case studies to illustrate how 
various campaigns — some _ successful, 
others not — have been run. Accounts are 
given, for instance, of the Hasbudak 
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Guardian, 2nd May 1986. ‘Officials 
broke rules to hunt illegal 
immigrants’. . . 


children to establish their citizenship 
anyway and so they are better off waiting 
in the non-citizen queue! It has also said 
that, in any case, people who claim to be 
British have to apply for certificates of 
entitlement to prove the claim (which is 
not true in the case of the children) — but 
that the High Commission in Dhaka did 
not issue these certificates anyway, so 
there was no point in applying! 








campaign, the Afia Begum campaign and 
the campaign to secure the entry of Anwar 
Ditta’s children. There is also a useful 
bibliography and list of advice centres and 
resource centres. 


Available from Race Equality Policy 
Group, London Strategic Policy Unit, 
Middlesex House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, London SWI. Free to campaigning 
groups and individuals actively involved in 
campaigns, £2 (inc. p&p) to others. 
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“TROUBLE, NOW THE PIGS OBJECT TO BEING CALLED ARABSI™ 


The Sun, 15 May 1986. 


Homeless 


at risk 





Since the fire at Gloucester Place, 
Camden, where a Bangladeshi woman 
and her two children died in a suspected 
arson attack, and the occupation of the 
Town Hall in protest at the deaths and 
Camden’s housing policy, there have 
been more visible efforts to campaign 
for better conditions. But the problems 
are far from resolved. 

In London in mid-May a young girl, 
Debra Beattie, died as a result of a fall in 
Mount Pleasant Hotel, a large bed and 
breakfast hotel in Camden. Local 
community groups have long maintained 
that the property is unsuitable for families. 

Less than a fortnight later, there was a 
fire at 53 Queens Gate Hotel in Kensington 
which gutted the entire building and left all 
the occupants homeless. The families, 
mainly Vietnamese, have now been moved 
by Hackney Council to the Mount Pleasant 
Hotel. 

Meanwhile, a murder inquiry is being 
held into a fire in Bayswater in which a 


19 


couple died. 

As the government systematically 
reduces the spending power of councils 
every year, the stock of habitable property 
has been drastically reduced. Inner-city 
councils, including those with a large 
proportion of black families, have cut back 
in those areas which they believe will draw 
the least public protest. At the same time, 
property prices are soaring as speculators 
buy up inner-city areas and develop them to 
sell on the open market, and not for public 


housing. 
The squeeze on council resources and 
finance means that council homeless 


persons’ units are often hard pressed to 
accommodate everyone on their lists, and 
the homeless are at the mercy of 
unscrupulous landlords who buy up 
property and carry out sub-standard 
conversions. 

The policy of placing black families and 
single people in these makeshift hostels 
makes them particularly vulnerable to 
attack. Last year it was discovered that the 
Ferndale Hotel in the Kings Cross area of 
Camden, was a home for local fascists and a 
racist family, who were living in a hotel 
which housed predominantly — black 
families. 

Furthermore, an all-time high of 4,400 
homeless households were placed in bed 
and breakfast accommodation in London 
by the end of March 1986. More than £26 
million went to pay landlords of such 
schemes, for want of decent housing for the 
homeless. 


Cart CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


lack: Ma celUlarensel ®) 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 





A deportee’s own story 


Zeynep and Fatih Hasbudak — both 
British citizen children — were forced to 
leave this country in April 1984 when 
their parents were deported to Turkey. 
With the help of one of her former 
teachers, Zeynep, now aged 10, has 
written a beautifully illustrated book 
about the campaign against their 
deportation, what life ‘in hiding’ was like 
and the Home Office treatment of her 
family. She writes: “That (photograph) is 
my friends. They are called Maya and 


Kelly. They are writing a letter to Mr 
Waddington to ask him if I can stay in 
England and if Fatih can stay. Lots of my 
friends wrote to Mr Waddington but he 
never wrote back”. 


















Zeynep: that really happened to me, 
Zeynep Hasbudak and Brian Simons, 
£2.50 plus 75p post, from All London 
Teachers against Racism and Fascism — 
ALTARF, Panther House, Room 216, 38 
Mount Pleasant, London WC1X OAP. 
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